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THE PRESIDENT’S  LETTER

B. Danforth Ely

T H E  17 7 2  F O U N D A T I O N ,  I N C .

2018 was another productive and exciting year for the Foundation as we continued the work that was so 
important to our benefactor, Stewart B. Kean, who died almost 17 years ago. Since Stewart’s death his founda-
tion has made grants and Program Related Investments of over $50,000,000 to support historic preservation 
and farmland preservation.

During 2018 the Foundation made grants totaling $3,659,698 awarded as follows:
-$1,511,042 for historic properties redevelopment programs revolving funds in 16 states.

-$975,000 for land trusts in the Northeast, within 100 miles of Boston or New York City, to help preserve about 
1,233 acres of farmland.

-$635,906 in matching preservation grants of up to $15,000 each in Connecticut (20 recipients), New Jersey 
(25 recipients), and Rhode Island (14 recipients.)

-$384,250 in trustee-sponsored, special purpose grants, and

-$150,000 in discretionary grants in various states to nonprofits engaged in philanthropic activities of particular interest to the trustees and 1772 
staff.

During the year the Foundation embarked on an exciting Neighborhood Revitalization Teaching Practice Pilot Program with Roger Williams 
University in Rhode Island and the Waterfront Historic Area League (WHALE), in New Bedford, Mass. This new effort brings 1772 Foundation’s 
project-based revolving funds and education efforts together, and allows historic preservation students and faculty to work collaboratively on 
revolving funded projects in downtown neighborhoods. We fully expect that this pilot project will be replicated with other historic preservation 
universities and revolving funds in the months ahead.

In February, the Foundation sponsored a Revolving Fund Summit in collaboration with the Historic Macon Foundation in Macon, Georgia. 
This event brought over 100 attendees, representing over 50 cities and 26 states together to learn, and see how urban revitalization and strategic 
reinvestment can bring an exciting Renaissance in downtown areas like Macon.

In October 2018 the Foundation Board and staff went to Edinburgh, Scotland to see and learn how Scotland and the UK have so successfully 
blended historic preservation and land conservation efforts based on community inputs. This is an effort that our Foundation and some others 
would like to explore with certain communities here in the U.S. and we will be working on this in 2019.

At year end 2018 one of our trustees, Christina Spellman rotated off the board as the Foundation instituted its term limit policy for trustees. 
Christina’s background as an executive director of another nonprofit and her interest in historic preservation have made her deliberations as a 
trustee invaluable and we are most appreciative of her contributions. Replacing Christina on our board will be Melissa Jest who is the African 
American Programs Coordinator at the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. We have known Melissa 
for a number of years, and with over 20 years experience with revolving funds and historic preservation, she will hit the ground running, and we 
look forward to having Melissa on board in 2019. 

Our dedicated, hardworking Staff Assistant, Mary Albro retired at year end after 7 years of service. We will miss her and wish her well in her 
retirement. 

In September 2018 we brought on board Gillian Lang as Program Officer after having served at Historic New England as Preservation Services 
Manager. Gillian is a graduate of Brown University and holds a Master of Science degree from the University of Edinburgh.

We look forward to a robust and stimulating 2019 as we continue to explore and support new, innovative, and cutting-edge approaches to 
historic preservation and farmland preservation.

B. Danforth Ely

President
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1772 Foundation Fiscal 2018 – Historic Preservation and Farmland Protection Grants

Applicant                                          State                          Award                                  Project	     

Restore Mobile	 Alabama		 20,000				   Revolving fund
				  
American Clock & Watch Museum	 Connecticut	 4,000				   Miles Lewis House 
Canton Historical Society	 Connecticut	 6,000				   Collins Company factory building 
Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation	 Connecticut	 6,500				   Superintendent’s cottage
The Connecticut Audubon Society	 Connecticut	 15,000				   Edwin Way Teale House 
Denison Society	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Denison Homestead barn
The Dudley Foundation	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Dudley Farm Museum barn 
The Enfield Historical Society	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Martha Parsons House 
Historical Society of East Hartford	 Connecticut	 7,500				   Makens Bemont (Huguenot) House 
The Hyland House Museum	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Hyland House
Joshua’s Tract Conservation and Historic Trust	 Connecticut	 15,000				   Gurleyville Grist Mill 
Lisbon Historical Society	 Connecticut	 10,000				   Burnham Tavern
Mystic Seaport Museum	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Charles Mallory Sail Loft 
New Haven Museum	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Museum building
The Norwich Historical Society	 Connecticut	 5,000				   East District Schoolhouse 
Old Saybrook Historical Society	 Connecticut	 12,000				   General William Hart House
Pequot Library	 Connecticut	 1,500				   Library building
The Rockfall Foundation	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Captain Benjamin Williams House 
Simsbury Historical Society	 Connecticut	 3,620				   Phelps House and four other buildings 
Torrington Historical Society	 Connecticut	 12,000				   Carson House
The Trust for Public Land	 Connecticut	 100,000				   Brown’s Harvest Conservation Project
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust	 Connecticut	 10,000				   Smyrski Farm white barn complex 
				  
Historic Macon Foundation	 Georgia		  125,000				   Fading Five Fund
Historic Macon Foundation	 Georgia		  30,000				   Revolving Fund Summit
Historic Savannah Foundation	 Georgia		  25,000				   Revolving fund
Madison-Morgan Conservancy	 Georgia		  125,000				   Revolving fund
				  
Landmarks Illinois	 Illinois		  100,000				   Revolving fund
National Main Street Center	 Illinois		  35,000				   Conference sponsorship
National Main Street Center	 Illinois		  100,000				   Historic real estate finance training
				  
Indiana Landmarks	 Indiana		  25,000				   Revolving fund
				  
Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans	 Louisiana	 75,000				   Revolving fund
				  
Maine Farmland Trust	 Maine		  100,000				   Blaisdell Brothers Family Farm
Maine Farmland Trust	 Maine		  100,000				   Old Talbot Farm
Maine Preservation	 Maine		  50,000				   Revolving fund
				  
Preservation Maryland	 Maryland	 75,000				   Revolving fund
				  
East Quabbin Land Trust	 Massachusetts	 14,000				   Wilder Farmland Preservation
Historic Boston Inc.	 Massachusetts	 100,000				   Revolving fund
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust	 Massachusetts	 20,000				   Sunset View Farm
Sheffield Land Trust	 Massachusetts	 100,000				   Batacchi Agricultural Preservation Restriction
Waterfront Historic Area LeaguE (WHALE)	 Massachusetts	 100,000				   Revolving fund
				  
Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire	 New Hampshire	 150,000				   Kinney Hill Farm and Scruton’s Dairy
				  
Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society	 New Jersey	 15,000				   Cranbury Barn Park corn crib and wagonhouse
Delaware River Mill Society	 New Jersey	 15,000				   John Prall House
The Friends of Millstone Township 
Historic Registered Properties	 New Jersey	 6,860				   Thomas Baird Homestead 
Friends of the Loew’s	 New Jersey	 14,750				   Theatre marque
Gloucester County Historical Society	 New Jersey	 15,000				   Moravian Church
The GFWC Woman’s Club of Rutherford	 New Jersey	 15,000				   Clubhouse
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Applicant                                         State                         Award                                     Project	     

1772 Foundation Fiscal 2018 – Historic Preservation and Farmland Protection Grants

The Heritage and Agriculture Association, Inc.	 New Jersey	 14,000			  Lusscroft Farm Bunkhouse A and the Isotope Laboratory 
Historic Cold Spring Village	 New Jersey	 13,000			  Ezra Norton House & Heislerville Store
Historic Restoration Trust of the 
Township of Nutley	 New Jersey	 7,500			  Kingsland Manor 
Historical Educational Lodge-Hall Preservatory, Inc.	 New Jersey	 4,000			  Richardson Avenue School 
Hunterdon Art Museum	 New Jersey	 5,200			  Dunhams Mill 
Long Beach Island Historical Association	 New Jersey	 4,175			  Long Beach Island Museum 
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Cape May Lighthouse 
Naval Air Station Wildwood Aviation Museum	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Hangar Number 1 
New Jersey Community Development Corporation	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Rogers Locomotive Company Frame Fitting Shop
New Jersey Conservation Trust	 New Jersey	 215,000			  Leone Farm
Princeton AlumniCorps	 New Jersey	 15,000			  12 Stockton Street building
Reeves-Reed Arboretum	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Arboretum
Save Ellis Island	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Ellis Island Recreation Pavilion 1
Sourland Conservancy	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Former Mount Zion AME Church
Sparta Historical Society	 New Jersey	 3,175			  Van Kirk Homestead carriage house, milk house, and house
Squan Beach Life Saving Station 
Preservation Committee	 New Jersey	 6,581			  Station 
Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed Association	 New Jersey	 15,000			  Andrew Drake Farmstead barn
Township of Ocean Historical Museum	 New Jersey	 14,170			  Stucile Farms cow barn
Union Township Historical Society	 New Jersey	 6,000			  Caldwell Parsonage
Westampton Township Historical Society	 New Jersey	 14,375			  Rancocas Lyceum
				  
Dutchess Land Conservancy	 New York	 126,000			  Meili Farm
Preservation Buffalo Niagara	 New York	 25,000			  Revolving fund
				  
High Point Preservation Society	 North Carolina	 10,000			  Revolving fund feasibility study
				  
Cleveland Restoration Society	 Ohio		  50,000			  Revolving fund 
				  
Fairmount Park Conservancy	 Pennsylvania	 25,000			  Revolving fund
Heritage Conservancy	 Pennsylvania	 50,000			  Maximuck’s Farm and Market
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation	 Pennsylvania	 50,000			  Façade restoration program
				  
The Compass School	 Rhode Island	 10,000			  Seed barn 
Dirt Palace	 Rhode Island	 14,600			  Kendrick-Prentice-Tirrochi House
Friends of Linden Place	 Rhode Island	 10,000			  Linden Place Barn
Historic New England	 Rhode Island	 15,000			  Casey Farm cow barn 
Mount Hope Farm	 Rhode Island	 7,500			  Governor Bradford House
Newport Art Museum	 Rhode Island	 15,000			  Cushing/Morris Gallery Building 
Norman Bird Sanctuary	 Rhode Island	 10,000			  Sanctuary barn
North Smithfield Heritage Association	 Rhode Island	 15,000			  Forestdale Schoolhouse
Preserve Rhode Island	 Rhode Island	 10,000			  Lippitt House Museum
Preserve Rhode Island	 Rhode Island	 75,000			  Revolving fund
Redwood Library & Athenaeum	 Rhode Island	 5,000			  Redwood Library & Athenaeum
The Rhode Island Historical Society	 Rhode Island	 10,300			  Aldrich House 
South County History Center	 Rhode Island	 2,500			  Old Washington County Jail
Stadium Theatre & Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts	 Rhode Island	 11,600			  Theatre façade 
The Steel Yard	 Rhode Island	 13,500			  Steel Yard building
				  
Historic Charleston Foundation	 South Carolina	 50,000			  Revolving fund 
				  
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia	 West Virginia	 25,000			  Revolving fund
				  
			   2,905,906	
				  
				  
				  
				  
				  
				  

Audited financial statements are available online.
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•	 Arlington Free Clinic
•	 Aquidneck Land Trust
•	 Center for Preservation Initiatives
•	 Church Community Housing
•	 Clean Ocean Access
•	 Coast Guard Foundation
•	 Cultural Treasures Foundation
•	 Denver Urban Gardens
•	 Exponent Philanthropy
•	 Farm Fresh Rhode Island
•	 Friends of Dinosaur Ridge
•	 Friends of Goodwin Forest
•	 Friends of Herring River
•	 Friends of Randolph Animal Pound
•	 Friends of the Newport Public Library
•	 Friends of Pomfret Public Library
•	 Grow Smart Rhode Island
•	 Hamilton Partnership for Paterson
•	 Historic Madison, Inc.
•	 Horizon Wings Raptor Rehabilitation & Education
•	 Hunterdon Land Trust
•	 Island Institute
•	 Keeping Track
•	 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center
•	 Montana Preservation Alliance
•	 Morristown Memorial Health Foundation
•	 Mount Vernon Songbird Sanctuary, Inc.
•	 The National Trust for Scotland Foundation USA

GRANT DOLLARS BY STATE:

New Jersey	 $508,786

Massachusetts	 $334,000

Georgia	 $305,000

Connecticut	 $292,120

Maine	 $250,000

Illinois	 $235,000

Rhode Island	 $225,000

New York	 $151,000

New Hampshire	 $150,000

Pennsylvania	 $125,000

Louisiana	 $75,000

Maryland	 $75,000

Ohio	 $50,000

South Carolina	 $50,000

Indiana	 $25,000

West Virginia	 $25,000

Alabama	 $20,000

North Carolina	 $10,000

			 

Total	 $2,905,906

•	 New Jersey Conservation Foundation
•	 Newport Historical Society
•	 newportFILM
•	 North American Bluebird Society
•	 Opportunity Works Connecticut, Inc.
•	 Our Companions Domestic Animal Rescue
•	 Paws Cat Shelter, Inc.
•	 A Place Called Hope
•	 The Preservation Society of Newport County
•	 The Putney School
•	 Quiet Corner Garden Club
•	 Ralston Engine Company No. 1
•	 Raritan Headwaters Association
•	 Redwood Library and Athenaeum
•	 Responsible Hospitality Institute
•	 Rhode Island Community Food Bank
•	 Roger Williams University
•	 The Royal Oak Foundation
•	 Shelburne Farms
•	 Tall Timbers
•	 Tenement Museum
•	 University of Texas Foundation - 
	 School of Architecture
• 	 Vested Interest in K9s
•	 WGBH Educational Foundation
•	 The Wildlife-Line
	
	
			 
			 
			 
			 
			 
			 
						    
						    
	

1772 Foundation 2018 Grant Statistics

In addition to historic preservation and farmland protection grants, $534,250 
in trustee-recommended grants were approved and distributed to the following 
non-profit organizations:							     
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Historic preservation and farmland 
protection	 grants ranged from $3,175 to 
$215,000.	The average grant was $31,933.	
			    
The top ten grants totaled $1,241,000 or 
43% of the total amount granted in 2018.		
	
New Jersey received the most funding, 
$508,786	for 26 projects, followed by 
Massachusetts with $334,000 for 5 projects.	
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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

T H E  17 7 2  F O U N D A T I O N ,  I N C .

Mary Anthony

The Currency of Historic Preservation

During these past fifteen years, we have seen a troubling dynamic develop in the field of historic 
preservation.  While most people, when surveyed, indicate a true interest in old buildings and living in 
historic, walkable neighborhoods, most historic preservation organizations are not experiencing robust 
growth in activity or increases in membership. Certain tensions appear to be exacerbating this critical 
inconsistency. 

Our grantees, board and staff have identified the following issues as among the most significant:

Preservation should be locally-driven, but is programmed from the top down
Preservation should be proactive, but is reactive
Preservation should be for everyone, but is perceived as elitist
Preservation should be collaborative, but is isolated from other fields
Preservation should be people-centered, but is building-centered
Preservation should be for the future, but is fixed in the past

Is there a viable strategy to support locally-driven, proactive, inclusive, collaborative, people-centered, future-oriented preservation work? 
The board at 1772 has encouraged staff to explore these questions and a promising concept has emerged, inspired by the Madison-Morgan 
Conservancy in Georgia.  There, the Trust for Public Land (TPL) worked with the community to take inventory of places that mattered to them.  
The process piloted by TPL is called Greenprinting. 

This type of wholistic planning utilizes resident-driven visioning sessions which in turn inform and populate a series of overlapping GIS data 
layers. The act of collaboration through the visioning sessions builds consensus amongst residents who care about the character and the health 
of where they live, work and play.  Together, a decision-making tool/road map is built that we believe naturally wraps preservation into a broader 
vision.

The program undertaken by the Madison-Morgan Conservancy resulted in a series of comprehensive maps; a visualization of high-priority assets 
as determined by residents that reflect the needs and character of their catchment area.  These infographics clearly illustrate how land, water, old 
buildings, transportation infrastructure, trails, parks, farms, etc. are connected parts of the whole.  It is a “blended conservation” model, one that 
recognizes important places of all types for people of all types. 

Historic buildings are not guaranteed to emerge at the top of the priority list but they likely will, as they did in Madison, where the Foster-Thom-
ason-Miller historic house emerged as the top priority.  This property includes the historic house, conservation land, trail access and protection 
of the Horse Branch Creek that runs through the property.   

We believe that providing a framework for communities to take inventory is critical to historic preservation efforts for a very practical reason.  
The real currency of preservation is the love and connection a person feels for a building, and the community support that can be fostered from 
that.  Without cultivating this love and allowing it to blossom from affection into support, the amount of available funding will never be enough 
to save the places that matter.  

Efforts are underway at 1772 to test the theory that, with community asset mapping, historic places will naturally emerge as priorities.  
We believe that locally-driven, proactive, inclusive, collaborative, people-centered, future-oriented preservation is possible when the real 
currency of preservation is recognized.

To people-first preservation,

Mary Anthony

Executive Director
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WELCOME NEW TRUSTEE, MELISSA JEST

Melissa Jest was elected to the board of The 1772 Foundation at its annual meeting, held October 24th. Her 
three-year term began January 1, 2019.

Melissa has almost 20 years of historic preservation and outreach experience. She is the African American pro-
grams coordinator at the Historic Preservation Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources. In this 
position, she assists individuals and communities with the identification and preservation of African American 
properties and sites of significance to Georgia’s heritage. She also develops outreach strategies to initiate, promote 
and increase engagement of underrepresented communities in historic preservation activities and programs. She 

serves as liaison to the Georgia African American Historic Preservation Network (GAAHPN). 

Melissa has significant experience with historic properties redevelopment programs (HPRPs), also known as revolving funds, increasingly a 
focus of The 1772 Foundation’s grantmaking. Melissa was the first HPRP manager for the National Trust for Historic Preservation. She also 
has worked for the Preservation Alliance for Greater Philadelphia and the Historic Savannah Foundation, where she was the revolving fund 
coordinator. 

Melissa has an undergraduate degree from the University of Florida and a master’s degree in urban studies from Savannah State University.

Melissa succeeds Dr. Christina M. Spellman, trustee from 2014-2018.

WELCOME GILLIAN LANG

In September, The 1772 Foundation welcomed its first program officer, Gillian Lang. Gillian’s primary area of focus 
is the foundation’s grantmaking to historic properties redevelopment programs, also known as revolving funds. 

Gillian came to 1772 from Historic New England, where she was preservation services manager for the northern 
New England region. Her historic preservation experience also includes work for the National Trust for Scotland, 
Historic Boston Incorporated, the Providence Revolving Fund, and the Providence Preservation Society. 

Gillian’s undergraduate degree is from Brown University. She earned her master’s degree in architectural conservation from the University of 
Edinburgh. Her dissertation title is The Revolving Fund Model in Scotland and the United States.

The hiring of a program officer reflects 1772’s increasing emphasis on historic properties redevelopment programs and their positive impact 
on community economic development and neighborhood revitalization.

WELCOME TO THE FOUNDATION 

T H E  17 7 2  F O U N D A T I O N ,  I N C .
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Hi s t o r i c Pr o p e r t i e s

Historic Properties Redevelopment Programs

The 1772 Foundation has been making grants to historic proper-
ties redevelopment programs (HPRPs), also known as revolving 

funds, since 2005. These proactive preservation programs are versa-
tile and innovative- using conservation easements, options, purchase 
and resale, tax credits, and other means to preserve historic build-
ings. When a building is returned to private ownership or creates a 
revenue stream, any proceeds realized as a result of the transaction 
are used to sustain that building or rescue another endangered 
property. 

1772 grant recipients have successfully repurposed buildings all 
across the country. In the process, they have partnered with lo-
cal stakeholders to tackle big issues, like economic revitalization, 
neighborhood development, equitable housing, and Smart Growth. 
Grantees are working not only to stabilize the built environment of 
their communities, but also to address the social, environmental and 
economic issues unique to their localities. 

Recognized for its leadership in the HPRP world, the Foundation 
awards grants for real estate education, fellowships, feasibility studies, 

and business plans, in addition to increasing the capacity of existing 
programs through grants and loans. 

The Main Street America Facade Improvement Pilot Program is a 
wonderful example of this model in action. A 1772 Foundation grant 
to The National Main Street Center funded a three year program that 
made $80,000 in grants and no-interest matching loans available to 
support highly visible improvements to buildings and storefronts 
in designated Main Street communities. In 2018 this was piloted 
to great success in San Augustine and Texarkana, Texas with the 
oversight of the Texas Main Street Program. The projects have made 
a huge impact on these downtowns both visually and economically, 
and we look forward to seeing it continue. 

The 1772 Foundation is proud to support this work across the 
country. It firmly believes that active real estate intervention of the 
kind practiced by HPRPs is critically important to the field of historic 
preservation. In 2018, the Foundation made grants to 20 organiza-
tions in 15 states.
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Alabama	
Restore Mobile • 20,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Georgia	
Historic Macon Foundation • 125,000	
Fading Five Fund	  	  	

Georgia	
Historic Macon Foundation • 30,000	
Revolving Fund Summit 

Georgia	
Historic Savannah Foundation • 25,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Georgia	
Madison-Morgan Conservancy • 125,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Illinois	
Landmarks Illinois • 100,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Illinois	
National Main Street Center • 35,000	
Conference sponsorship	  	
 	

Illinois	
National Main Street Center • 100,000	
Historic real estate finance training	  	
 	

Indiana	
Indiana Landmarks • 25,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Louisiana	
Preservation Resource Center of New Orleans	
75,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Historic  Proper t ies 
Redevelopment Programs
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Maine	
Maine Preservation • 50,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Maryland	
Preservation Maryland • 75,000 
Revolving fund	  	  	

Massachusetts	
Historic Boston Inc. • 100,000	
Revolving fund 	

Massachusetts	
Waterfront Historic Area LeaguE (WHALE)	
100,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

New York	
Preservation Buffalo Niagara • 25,000	
Revolving fund  	  	  	

North Carolina	
High Point Preservation Society • 10,000	
Revolving fund feasibility study	  	
 	

Ohio	
Cleveland Restoration Society • 50,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Pennsylvania	
Fairmount Park Conservancy • 25,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

Pennsylvania	
Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation	
50,000	
Façade restoration program	

Rhode Island	
Preserve Rhode Island • 75,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

South Carolina	
Historic Charleston Foundation • 50,000	
Revolving fund	  	  	

West Virginia	
Preservation Alliance of West Virginia  
25,000	
Revolving fund
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The first Revolving Fund Summit, made possible by The 1772 
Foundation, was held in Macon, GA, from February 11-13 2018. 

It brought together over 100 attendees, representing over 50 cities 
and 26 states, and provided them a unique opportunity to learn from 
one another. The Historic Macon Foundation (HMF) hosted the 
event and, as its executive director Ethiel Garlington stated, the city of 
Macon was used as a “classroom to demonstrate a variety of revolving 
fund models.” 

Summit attendees checked in and enjoyed an opening reception 
at the Hay House on 
Sunday evening. Owned 
by The Georgia Trust for 
Historic Preservation, 
the Johnston-Felton-Hay 
House was built from 
1855-1859 in the Italian 
Renaissance Revival style. 
It is one of Georgia’s most 
historic houses and was 
designated a National His-
toric Landmark in 1974. 
Following welcoming 
remarks by B. Danforth 
Ely, the president of The 
1772 Foundation, behind-
the-scenes tours of the mansion were offered.

The first full day of the Summit, began with a walking/biking tour 
of Beall’s Hill, where tools such as historic tax credits, public-private 
partnerships (the City of Macon and Mercy University), and a robust 
revolving fund transformed a vacant neighborhood into a vibrant 
community. This was followed by a presentation explaining how a 
partnership with a land bank authority can be integral to property 
acquisition, as it was in Beall’s Hill. A lunchtime tour of Mill Hill 
provided an opportunity to learn about Macon’s latest revolving 
fund project, focusing on the arts as the core driver of redevelop-
ment. Mill Hill: East Macon Arts Village is developing an artist village 
in the historic Fort Hawkins neighborhood to address blight issues 
and foster economic opportunity. The third tour of the day was of 
downtown Macon. Staff of NewTown Macon and local business own-
ers explained how innovative redevelopment strategies and creating a 
sense of place have contributed to revitalization. A thriving downtown 

requires people who both work and live there. Businesses opening in 
formerly vacant storefronts and 500 loft units have attracted residents 
to downtown Macon, which are essential to its economic renaissance.

Monday evening, James Fallows, a national correspondent for The 
Atlantic, gave the keynote address, “It’s Happening Here and Eleven 
Signs a City Will Succeed.” The signs are those he identified as he 
traveled across the country. His presentation was followed by a panel 
discussion with representatives from Macon Action Plan and the 
National Main Street Center, who explained how the eleven signs are 

evident in their communi-
ties. Melissa Jest, who is the 
African American Programs 
Coordinator at the Historic 
Preservation Division of the 
Georgia Department of Natu-
ral Resources, moderated the 
discussion. The entire evening 
was open to the public- an 
incredible, free community-
wide event.

On the 13th, the day began 
with a presentation by 
Michael Sriprasert, the 
president of Landmarks 

Development Corporation and Landmarks Community Capital Cor-
poration of Pittsburgh, PA. He was last year’s recipient of the Richard 
H. Driehaus Foundation National Preservation Award. Mr. Sriprasert 
explained how a variety of redevelopment tools were used to save an 
entire Pittsburgh neighborhood, while maintaining affordability for its 
residents.

Following this presentation, Mary Anthony, the executive director 
of The 1772 Foundation, moderated a panel discussion on creative 
funding strategies. Panelists were Cara Ferrentino of the William Penn 
Foundation, Lynn Murphey of the Knight Foundation, and Kathy 
Kottaridis, the executive director of Historic Boston Incorporated.

The Summit wrapped up with a lunchtime recap of key ideas and 
themes that emerged during the event.
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Re vo lv i n g Fu n d Su m m i t

The 1772 Foundation
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No r t h e a s t Fa r m l a n d Pr o t e c t i o n Pr o g r a m f o r La n d Tr u s t s

Farmland Conservation

In 2018, The 1772 Foundation awarded grants to nine land trusts 
to help them permanently protect and save from development over 

1,200 acres of land, more than 80% of it farmland. Banking such large 
amounts of land promises to increase the food-producing capacity of 
the regions, which is the goal of this granting program. The land trusts 
have inspiring agriculture and food visions, reflected in their strategies 
for protecting the land from development and assuring its farming 
future.

The East Quabbin Land Trust was one of three Massachusetts grant 
recipients. It received a grant for its Wilder Farmland preservation 
effort in Petersham. Once preserved, 
a local farmer/educator will lease 
the seven-acre property to expand 
his farmland acreage and develop a 
demonstration farm, encouraging 
more farmers to adopt climate sensitive 
regenerative agricultural practices. 
Mount Grace Land Conservation 
Trust is working to preserve Sunset 
View Farm, located on the cusp of 
Boston’s “sprawl frontier” in Winchen-
don. It has been continuously farmed 
for over 230 years. From their farm stand, its owners sell organically 
grown produce, preserves, maple syrup, and other products. The third 
Massachusetts grant recipient was Sheffield Land Trust. It will pre-
serve the 270-acre Batacchi family farm using an Agricultural Preserva-
tion Restriction (APR) to be held by the Massachusetts Department of 
Agricultural Resources. The farm, an essential part of a dairy operation, 
is in Sheffield and it includes prime cropland and pasture.

Maine Farmland Trust was awarded funding to preserve two Maine 
farms- Blaisdell Brothers Family Farm in York and Old Talbot Farm in 
Arundel. A USDA-designated Bicentennial Farm, the 80-acre Blaisdell 
Brothers Family Farm produces a variety of vegetables, beef, eggs, 
honey, maple syrup, cut flowers, and herbs. It also serves as a commu-
nity center. The farm is situated between two permanently conserved 
properties. Its preservation will create a corridor of protected land 
along the York River. The Old Talbot Farm produces Scottish Highland 
cattle, goats, pigs, chickens, eggs, hay, lumber and cordwood. Preserv-
ing it will create another corridor of conserved land, this one reaching 
to the Kennebunk River.

In New Hampshire, grant funds also will be used to conserve two 
farms. The Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire will preserve 
Kinney Hill Farm in South Hampton and Scruton’s Dairy in Farm-
ington. Kinney Hill Farm is another diversified operation, raising beef 
cattle, chickens, goats, pigs and wheat and leasing acreage to a vegeta-

ble grower. Scruton’s Dairy has provided fresh milk to the community 
since 1926. Both farms are approximately 143 acres. Their preservation 
reflects a holistic approach to farmland conservation in the region and 
an overall vision of a sustainable food system (local demand for local 
food, farmers to farm the land, and affordable farmland).

Grant funding was for one farm in each of the following states- 
Connecticut, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. In Windsor, CT, 
The Trust for Public Land is working on the Brown’s Harvest Conser-
vation Project. The preservation of 102 acres, located on both sides of 
the Farmington River, is the first step in protecting the entire 300-acre 

property. Today, Brown’s Harvest offers 
pick-your-own strawberries, hayrides, 
an annual corn maze, seasonal festivals 
with artisan vendors, pumpkin picking, 
and educational farm tours. It was a 
much different operation in the past. 
Part of the Connecticut River Valley’s 
famed tobacco industry, it still has over 
a dozen tobacco barns and a dormitory 
that was used by migrant workers.

The New Jersey Conservation Foun-
dation is working to preserve the 60-acre Leone Farm in Pilesgrove 
Township. Located in the southern part of the state, an area known 
for its agricultural production, Leone Farm became eligible for a grant 
because of 1772’s decision to change the geographic boundaries of its 
granting program to the entire state of New Jersey. Preservation of the 
farm will not only protect highly productive agricultural soil but also 
help preserve the character and rural context of the area.

Dutchess Land Conservancy is a sophisticated farmland-focused 
land trust, committed to supporting the local agricultural community. 
This year, Dutchess received funding for Meili Farm in Amenia, New 
York. The farm is a multi-generational family operation, employing 
innovative and sustainable livestock practices. It has tapped into the 
direct-to-consumer markets in the Hudson Valley and New York City 
restaurants.

In Doylestown, PA, the Heritage Conservancy will place a conserva-
tion easement on the 102-acre Maximuck Farm and Market. Its preser-
vation will complete 257 acres of contiguous farmland preservation. A 
family-owned and operated farm, its onsite market offers fresh produce 
grown on the farm, including hydroponic lettuce, tomatoes, sweet 
corn, and other seasonal produce. The farm also grows flowers, its own 
beef, and the seeds needed to make its locally celebrated bird feed. The 
family is moving away from traditional farming to eco-friendly growing 
methods.

This granting program supports sustainable regional food systems by helping conserve critical farmland in 
the Boston and New York foodsheds. Farms must be located within a 100-mile radius of one of the 

two cities or anywhere in the state of New Jersey.
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Massachusetts	
East Quabbin Land Trust • 14,000	
Wilder Farmland Preservation
	

Massachusetts	
Mount Grace Land Conservation Trust	
20,000	
Sunset View Farm
	

Massachusetts	
Sheffield Land Trust • 100,000	
Batacchi Agricultural Preservation Restriction
	

New Hampshire	
Southeast Land Trust of New Hampshire	
150,000	
Kinney Hill Farm

	

New Jersey	
New Jersey Conservation Foundation 
215,000	
Leone Farm
	

New York	
Dutchess Land Conservancy • 126,000	
Meili Farm
	

Pennsylvania	
Heritage Conservancy • 50,000 
Maximuck’s Farm and Market

Farmland Protect ion

Connecticut	
The Trust for Public Land • 100,000	
Brown’s Harvest Conservation Project
	

Maine	
Maine Farmland Trust • 100,000	
Blaisdell Brothers Family Farm
	

Maine	
Maine Farmland Trust • 100,000	
Old Talbot Farm
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Co n n e c t i c u t Tr u s t f o r Hi s t o r i c Pr e s e r vat i o n

2018 Matching Grants for Historic Preservation in Connecticut

The Connecticut Trust, through its Circuit Rider program, works with 
applicants by making visits to the sites to discuss program require-
ments, provide guidance on project scope, and review draft and final 
applications. The partnership between The 1772 Foundation and the 
Connecticut Trust continues to have a strong impact around the state.
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Since 2011, the Connecticut Trust for 
Historic Preservation has adminis-

tered over $1.5M for 153 repair and main-
tenance projects by private, nonprofit 
organizations across the state through its 
partnership with The 1772 Foundation. 
During the 2018 grant round, the Con-
necticut Trust received letters of inquiry 
for 58 worthy projects, totaling $700,000 
in funding requests. Ultimately, 20 proj-
ects were funded for a total of $192,120. 
Each grant, ranging from $1,500 to the 
grant maximum of $15,000, required a 
1:1 match, meaning that The 1772 Foun-
dation’s program leveraged a $384,240 
investment in Connecticut’s historic sites 
this year, and $3M overall.
 
These grants are critically important to 
the historical societies and museums 
that receive this support. Mystic Seaport 
Museum, which received funds for repairs 
to the Mallory Sail Loft, commented 
on the connection between its historic 
buildings and its mission connecting 
visitors to ancient ways of life. “Today [the 
Mallory Sail Loft] is where the Museum 
staff and volunteers make and maintain 
the sails for our fleet of historic vessels. 
By providing this vital support you enable 
the Museum to continue to share this his-
toric structure and maritime crafts with 
future generations.” – J. Barclay Collins, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees for the 
Mystic Seaport Museum
 
And in Lisbon, a small band of dedicated 
volunteers embarked on a mission to 
bring back to life its beloved Burnham 
Tavern. The 1772 Foundation’s invest-
ment provided enough financial and 
moral support for the group to continue to make steady progress. “We 
are thrilled! As you know, we are a tiny historical society with a giant 
project. This award will allow us to finally complete repairs to the 
house’s crumbling back sill, thus stabilizing that part of the structure. 
Our repair list is long and expensive, but thanks to the CT Trust and 
The 1772 Foundation, our list just got a little bit shorter.” – Paula 
Adams, President of the Lisbon Historical Society
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Connecticut  Preservation

Guilford	
The Dudley Foundation • 12,000	
Dudley Farm Museum barn sill repair
	

Hampton	
The Connecticut Audubon Society • 15,000	
Edwin Way Teale House chimney restoration 
and roof repair
	

Hartford	
Cedar Hill Cemetery Foundation • 6,500	
Superintendent’s cottage roof replacement
	

Bristol	
American Clock & Watch Museum • 4,000	
Miles Lewis House chimney repair
	

Canton	
Canton Historical Society • 6,000	
Collins Company factory building exterior 
painting and repairs
	

East Hartford	
Historical Society of East Hartford • 7,500	
Makens Bemont (Huguenot) House roof 
replacement
	

Enfield	
The Enfield Historical Society • 12,000	
Martha Parsons House exterior painting
	

Guilford	
The Hyland House Museum • 12,000	
Hyland House roof replacement
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Lisbon	
Lisbon Historical Society • 10,000	
Burnham Tavern foundation and sill repairs, 
framing
	

Mansfield	
Joshua’s Tract Conservation and Historic Trust	
15,000	
Gurleyville Grist Mill foundation stabilization 
and roof framing
	

Middletown	
The Rockfall Foundation • 12,000	
Captain Benjamin Williams House exterior 
repairs
	

Mystic	
Denison Society • 12,000	
Denison Homestead barn roof repair
	

Mystic	
Mystic Seaport Museum • 12,000	
Charles Mallory Sail Loft roof replacement
	

New Haven	
New Haven Museum	 • 12,000	
Window repair
	

New Milford	
Weantinoge Heritage Land Trust • 10,000	
Smyrski Farm white barn complex exterior 
repairs
	

Norwich	
The Norwich Historical Society • 5,000	
East District Schoolhouse roof replacement, 
foundation and drainage repairs
	

Old Saybrook	
Old Saybrook Historical Society • 12,000	
General William Hart House window repair
	

Simsbury	
Simsbury Historical Society • 3,620	
Phelps House and four other buildings 
security upgrades
	

Southport	
Pequot Library • 1,500	
Masonry repair
	

Torrington	
Torrington Historical Society • 12,000	
Carson House exterior painting and repairs
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Ne w Je r s e y Hi s t o r i c Tr u s t

2018 Matching Grants for Historic Preservation

The New Jersey Historic Trust made recommendations to The 1772 
Foundation for historic preservation grants totaling $293,786 to 

fund 25 nonprofit organizations that provide stewardship to historic 
sites. Funded work includes painting, surface restoration, fire/security 
systems, repairs to/restoration of porches, roofs and windows, repairs 
to foundations and sills, and chimney and masonry repointing.

“We are delighted in the number of applications we received and 
always grateful to welcome new applicants to the Historic Trust. The 
funding from The 1772 Foundation reaches all corners of New Jersey 
and ensures that our history will have a lasting legacy,” said Executive 
Director Dorothy P. Guzzo.

Of note, the Kingsland Manor was completely transformed with a 
$7,500 grant that helped to restore and paint two porches and exterior 

trim. Kingsland Manor, constructed in the 1760s, is named for the 
Kingsland family which inhabited the home from 1796 until 1909 
and was largely influential in early Nutley Township history. During 
the years of prohibition, the McGinnity family ran a speakeasy in the 
basement beneath the ballroom floor. By the mid-twentieth century, 
Kingsland Manor had fallen into a state of disrepair until it was pur-
chased by Nutley Township. Today, the Historic Restoration Trust of 
Nutley oversees the restoration and use of the manor.

The NJ Historic Trust originally received 55 applications request-
ing $652,874, demonstrating just how important this program has 
become to New Jersey’s historic sites.
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Beach Haven Borough	
Long Beach Island Historical Association	
4,175	
Long Beach Island Museum door and roof 
replacements
	

Cape May	Historic 
Cold Spring Village • 13,000	
Ezra Norton House roof replacement 
Heislerville Store sill repair, pier replacement  
	

Clinton Town	
Hunterdon Art Museum • 5,200	
Dunhams Mill chimney restoration

	

Cranbury Township	
Cranbury Historical & Preservation Society	
15,000	
Cranbury Barn Park corn crib and 
wagonhouse door, foundation, and gable 
repairs and exterior painting
	

Jersey City	
Friends of the Loew’s • 14,750	
Theater marquee repairs
	

Liberty Island	
Save Ellis Island • 15,000	
Ellis Island Recreation Pavilion 1 brick repair 
and repointing
	

Lower Township	
Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & 
Humanities • 15,000	
Cape May Lighthouse lantern repainting
	

Lower Township	
Naval Air Station Wildwood Aviation 
Museum • 15,000	
Hangar Number 1 window repair or 
replacement
	

Manasquan Borough	
Squan Beach Life Saving Station Preservation 
Committee • 6,581	
Station foundation repair for stormwater 
management
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New Jersey Preservation

Millstone Township	
The Friends of Millstone Township Historic 
Registered Properties • 6,860	
Thomas Baird Homestead lightning 
protection
	

Montgomery Township	
Sourland Conservancy • 15,000	
former Mount Zion AME Church foundation 
and sill repair
	

Nutley Township	
Historic Restoration Trust of the Township of 
Nutley • 7,500	
Kingsland Manor porch restoration and 
painting, exterior trim work
	

Ocean Township	
Township of Ocean Historical Museum	
14,170	
Stucile Farms cow barn siding restoration, 
roof replacement
	

Paterson City	
New Jersey Community Development 
Corporation • 15,000	
Rogers Locomotive Company Frame Fitting 
Shop masonry repointing, window 
restoration
	

Pennington Borough	
Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 
Association • 15,000	
Andrew Drake Farmstead barn exterior 
painting, surface repair
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Princeton	
Princeton AlumniCorps • 15,000	
12 Stockton Street building repainting, 
columns, trim repairs
	

Rutherford Borough	
The GFWC Woman’s Club of Rutherford	
15,000	
Clubhouse window restoration
	

Sparta Township	
Sparta Historical Society • 3,175	
Van Kirk Homestead carriage house window 
replacement, milk house roof repair, house 
columns restoration
	

Stockton Borough	
Delaware River Mill Society • 15,000	
John Prall House door and window repairs or 
restoration

	

Summit City	
Reeves-Reed Arboretum • 15,000	
Gutter repair, trim repair and repainting
	

Swedesboro	
Historical Educational Lodge-Hall 
Preservatory, Inc. • 4,000	
Richardson Avenue School window
restoration
	

Union Township	
Union Township Historical Society • 6,000	
Caldwell Parsonage exterior painting, roof 
and flashing repair
	

Wantage Township	
The Heritage and Agriculture Association, Inc. 
14,000	
Lusscroft Farm Bunkhouse A and the Isotope 
Laboratory exterior painting
	

Westampton Township	
Westampton Township Historical Society	
14,375	
Rancocas Lyceum shutter repair and-or 
replacement
	

Woolwich Township	
Gloucester County Historical Society • 15,000	
Moravian Church repointing, window 
restoration
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Rh o d e Is l a n d

2018 Matching Grants for Historic Preservation

The 1772 Foundation awarded 14 Rhode Island organizations 
historic preservation 1:1 matching grants totaling $150,000 for 

exterior work:  painting, surface restoration, fire/security systems, 
repairs to/restoration of porches, roofs and windows, repairs to foun-
dations and sills, and chimney and masonry repointing. Individual 
grants ranged from $2,500 to the grant maximum of $15,000. Three 
organizations received the maximum award amount. 

This year’s Rhode Island projects included four historic barns, all of 
which are on the National Register. They are owned by The Com-
pass School, Historic New England, Linden Place, and Norman Bird 
Sanctuary.

The Compass School is situated 
on the historic Potter-Peckham/
Kingston Hill Farm in Kings-
ton. It is renovating its historic 
seed barn to become its middle 
school. The space also will be 
used for community engagement 
events at The Compass School 
Farm, the largest school garden 
in Rhode Island. The barn was 
built in 1911 by Omar Fortin, a 
local carpenter. The farm was 
purchased in the same year by 
Arthur Peckham, who ran a suc-
cessful bent grass seed business. 
The grass seed threshing/screen-
ing machine remains in the 
barn. The buildings and land are 
historically significant since they 
represent important aspects of 
the history of farming in the area, including the development of grass 
seed as a major crop. Today, nearby turf farms and the nationally rec-
ognized turf grass management program of the University of Rhode 
Island reflect this history. The 1772 grant was used for exterior siding.

Casey Farm, a 350-acre USDA-certified organic farm in Saunderstown, 
is owned by Historic New England. Its ca. 1850 cow and calf barns 
originally were used for dairy operations such as milking, weaning, 
and storage of winter feed. Today, these barns are the focal point of 
farm operations, community engagement, and healthy food options. 
Both barns play vital roles in the Community Supported Agriculture 
(CSA) program and weekly farmers’ market hosted by Casey Farm 
between May and October. They are used for sorting and prepping 
of harvested crops, pick up of CSA shares, storing tents and tables of 

market vendors, and volunteer signups. There also are informal gath-
erings and interaction with farm staff, who routinely offer advice and 
answer questions about growing methods, nutrition, animal care, and 
the importance of sustainable agriculture. 1772 funds supported the 
exterior repair/rehabilitation of the historic barn complex.

Bristol’s Linden Place Mansion, designed by Rhode Island architect 
Russell Warren, was built in 1810 for George DeWolf. Its carriage 
barn was built in 1850 and originally was located beside the mansion. 
The barn is a three-bay-wide by three-bay-deep, two-story, wood-
frame structure, sheathed in wooden clapboards, with pilasters on 
the corners. It is topped by two skylights and a cupola. The barn was 

home to the horse stable, tack, 
and laundry. In the 1840’s, dur-
ing the time when Linden Place 
was a hotel/boarding house, the 
barn housed boarders. Boarders’ 
rooms later became servants’ 
quarters. In 2008, Linden Place 
offered the Bristol Art Museum 
an option to lease and repurpose 
the historic barn into permanent 
gallery space, classrooms, and 
artist studios. The Bristol Art Mu-
seum opened in 2013. The gallery 
space also serves as reception 
space for Linden Place events. 
The 1772 Foundation’s grant 
helped fund exterior surface 
repairs and subsequent painting 
of the exterior of the building.

The Norman Bird Sanctuary 
(NBS) barn, built about 1850, has been adapted for reuse, now provid-
ing space for classes and cultural/environmental programming and, 
on the second floor, a natural history museum. It is a 60 x 30 New 
England-type, end gable, hay barn of mortise-and-tenon construction. 
Part of the Smith-Gardiner-Norman Farm Historic District, the barn 
has significant historic value as an authentic example of the region’s 
farming past. Aquidneck Island’s farming history serves as an impor-
tant counterpoint to Newport’s famed maritime trade and Gilded Age 
mansion history. The 1772 award funded repair and reshingling of the 
barn’s roof and completion of the last phase of a multi-year interior 
remodeling and exterior rehabilitation project.
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Bristol	
Friends of Linden Place • 10,000	
Linden Place barn exterior surface 
restoration and painting
	

Bristol	
Mount Hope Farm • 7,500	
Governor Bradford House door repair, 
restoration and painting
	

Kingston	
South County History Center • 2,500	
Old Washington County Jail security system 
upgrades
	

Kingston	
The Compass School • 10,000
Seed barn exterior siding
	

Middletown	
Norman Bird Sanctuary • 10,000	
Barn roof repair and reshingling
	

Newport	
Newport Art Museum • 15,000	
Cushing/Morris Gallery Building roof and 
skylight repairs
	

Rhode Island Preservation
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Newport	
Redwood Library & Athenaeum • 5,000	
Redwood Library & Athenaeum window 
repair and restoration
	

North Smithfield	
North Smithfield Heritage Association	
15,000	
Forestdale Schoolhouse roof repair
	

Providence	
Dirt Palace • 14,600	
Kendrick-Prentice-Tirrochi House gutter 
system repair, roof repair

	

Providence	
Preserve Rhode Island • 10,000	
Lippitt House Museum gutter repair, roof 
replacement
	

Providence	
The Rhode Island Historical Society • 10,300	
Aldrich House balustrade, front pillars, upper 
roof deck repairs and/or replacements
	

Providence	
The Steel Yard • 13,500	
Brick façade repair, foundation repair
	

Saunderstown	
Historic New England • 15,000	
Casey Farm cow barn gutter system replace-
ment, siding replacement, corner post and 
sill repairs
	

Woonsocket	
Stadium Theatre & Conservatory for the 
Performing Arts • 11,600	
Theatre masonry façade repair

1772 Foundation
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